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https://www.msn.com/en-au/money/markets/transformative-or-transient-e2-80-94-will-the-covid-driven-great-migration-to-regional-australia-last/ar-AAQQvZS
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2021/jun/06/is-there-a-covid-baby-boom-experts-disagree-but-australias-maternity-wards-are-straining


Queensland’s population

Population growth of 1,700,000 persons
across Queensland between 2016 and 2041

5,222,000 5,883,000

YEAR

2021
YEAR

2031
YEAR

2041

4,845,152

YEAR

2016

6,545,000

Source: .id SAFi, QLD State to SA4 tops-down model, v4.0, published 25th Oct 2021 

By comparison, the previous 25 years (1991 to 2016) 
experienced population growth of 1,885,000 persons



Covid’s population whack..
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Impact of Covid to QLD population growth 

Difference

Base case ERP (pre - covid)

Post - covid ERP forecast

Border closures due to 
Covid have had a major 
impact on the population 
forecasts

Qld is expected to have 
370,000 fewer people in 
2041 compared to pre covid 
expectations



Queensland is still forecast to grow faster than Australia…

Source: .id SAFi, QLD State to SA4 tops-down model, v4.0, published 25th Oct 2021 
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From the early 1970s to the 
2010s, Queensland grew at a 
higher rate than Australia. 

The impacts of COVID are 
not felt as strongly in 
Queensland as they are for 
the Australia. 

Our forecast assumptions 
have Queensland returning 
to a 1% annual growth rate, 
growing slightly faster than 
Australia overall. 



Source: ABS, Australian Demographic Statistics

Net overseas migration a major driver of growth 
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Net Overseas Migration for Queensland

 NOM - Actual  NOM - Forecast

Prior to the pandemic, QLD 
was gaining almost 30,000 
persons through NOM

In 2020 and 2021 there was a 
net loss of overseas migration, 
meaning more people were 
leaving than coming to the 
State. 

The impacts of Covid are felt 
less in QLD than States such as 
NSW and VIC which have 
traditionally drawn a higher 
number of overseas migrants. 



Share of net overseas migration
Major states, 1972-2020

7Source: ABS, Australian Demographic Statistics
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Year ending June 30

Share of net overseas migration, Major States of Australia 1972 to 2020 

Victoria

New South Wales

Australian Capital Territory

Queensland

South Australia

Western Australia



Share of net overseas 
migration
States/Territories, 2021

8Source: ABS, Australian Demographic Statistics

Note: 2021* includes 3 quarters of data. 

State Persons Share

Victoria -51,009 59%

New South Wales -9,580 11%

Australian Capital Territory -2,654 3%

Queensland -14,513 17%

South Australia -3,429 4%

Western Australia -5,328 6%

Tasmania -301 0%

Northern Territory -307 0%

Total -87,095 100%



Net interstate migration
Australia 1972-2021

9Source: ABS, Australian Demographic Statistics
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Net interstate migration, Australia 1972 to 2021 

Victoria

New South Wales

Queensland

South Australia

Western Australia

Since 2014, Queensland has returned to 
more historic rates of Net Interstate 
Migration, generally at the expense of NSW: 

1. It’s likely QLD will attract 30,000+ 
net migrants for the 21 FY.

2. Large outflows from Victoria 
benefiting other states. 

Note: 2021* includes 3 quarters of data. 



2021 to 2041 
growth dominated 
by SEQ…

Greatest population growth 
centred around SEQ 

Ipswich SA4 is expected to 
grow by over 200,000 persons, 
the Logan and Gold Coast SA4s 
also receiving significant 
growth in the next 20-year 
period. With favourable
economic conditions, such as 
opportunities for renewable 
energy and the 2032 Olympics, 
these positively impact 
population growth in the 
region. 

South East Queensland

Source: .id SAFi, QLD State to SA4 tops-down model, v4.0, published 25th Oct 2021 



A range of forecast outcomes for various regions
SA4 Name 2016 2021 2031 2041

change 
(21 to 41) 

Ipswich 333,702 377,075 501,307 637,755 260,679

Gold Coast 589,933 660,461 753,385 848,878 188,417

Logan - Beaudesert 328,707 360,884 447,297 533,616 172,732

Sunshine Coast 356,763 400,214 465,881 525,592 125,378

Moreton Bay - North 243,261 265,618 325,318 388,453 122,835

Brisbane Inner City 264,952 301,921 341,508 383,193 81,272

Moreton Bay - South 201,950 227,118 259,724 293,762 66,644

Brisbane - South 356,779 384,854 417,364 447,955 63,101

Townsville 234,310 239,074 261,470 283,453 44,379

Cairns 246,684 256,991 277,124 298,636 41,645

Brisbane - North 214,765 229,714 247,822 262,841 33,126

Brisbane - East 231,403 244,363 259,587 272,767 28,403

Toowoomba 152,862 160,402 174,635 188,504 28,102

Wide Bay 292,109 303,626 316,629 328,056 24,430

Central Queensland 225,548 228,383 237,353 243,514 15,132

Mackay - Isaac - Whitsunday 173,299 175,068 183,078 190,192 15,125

Brisbane - West 187,153 195,715 202,697 208,130 12,414

Queensland - Outback 82,571 82,240 82,284 81,901 -338

Darling Downs - Maranoa 128,401 128,281 128,390 127,915 -365

Source: .id SAFi, QLD State to SA4 tops-down model, v4.0, published 25th Oct 2021 



The role and function of place

Broadbeach Noosa Gladstone Brisbane CBD

Attracts high levels of 
overseas and interstate 
migrants. 

Attracts retirees and 
established families from 
within Queensland. 

Loses its younger adults 
(20 to 30 year olds) to 
other states and Greater 
Brisbane. 

Loses its younger adults 
(20 to 30 year olds) to 
other states, typically for 
education or employment 
reasons. 

Gold Coast Sunshine Coast Rest of QLD Greater Brisbane



Source: ABS, 3218.0 Regional Population Growth by SA4, Australia, 2019-2020. 

Drivers of growth across 
SEQ

Overseas migration is the most significant 
driver of growth in established Brisbane. 

Both established Brisbane and Rest of Qld 
(outside of SEQ) lose population to other 
areas of the state.

Gold and Sunshine Coasts heavily reliant 
on interstate migration, although Gold 
Coast does not attract population from 
the rest of Qld.

Growth areas south of Brisbane (Ipswich, 
Logan) attract more overseas migration 
compared to areas north (Moreton Bay)
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Source: ABS, Australian Demographic Statistics

Migration by age structure 
tells us about the role and 
function regions play 

Queensland’s NIM age profile consists of a typical 
young family profile of families moving from interstate. 

The Rest of Queensland and Greater Brisbane lose 20 
to 30 year olds, often to places like Sydney and 
Melbourne for education or employment 
opportunities.

The Gold Coast attracts high numbers young families 
and young adults from Interstate. 

Sunshine Coast gains mature families and their children 
as well as retirees.  Given that the Sunshine Coast is 
half the size of Gold Coast, it is interesting that they are 
gaining almost just as many 60 to 65 year olds. 

Rest of Queensland is gaining retirees and losing its 
youth. 
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Sunshine Coast and Gold 
Coast play different roles

Across Greater Brisbane, there is high movement 
in the young adult and mature family groups. 

The Sunshine Coast gains established families and 
their children, as well as retirees from across the 
State, with a much older population than 
anywhere else. 

For the Sunshine Coast, intrastate migration is a 
major driver, whilst Gold Coast is more dependent 
on interstate and overseas migration. 

Rest of Queensland loses its youth and has small 
gains in the retiree population.  
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Source: ABS, Australian Demographic Statistics

Relationship between 
population growth and 
building approvals

The relationship between supply and demand is 
fundamental to population forecasting.

Population change / growth, has provided 
indicators for the market to develop more 
housing. 

With closed borders, Australia has limited 
population growth, and the impacts on the 
housing industry are yet to be felt. 

This population and housing relationship in 
Queensland does not present challenges like 
those of NSW and VIC where building approvals 
have increased significantly despite stagnant 
population growth. 
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*Note 2021 data factors in 3 quarters of population data 
only. 



Source: .id SAFi

Building our micro area forecasts 

Gold Coast SA4 has 
48 SA2s within it. 

We have identified 
1,100 Residential 
Development Sites 
within the Gold Coast 
SA4 

We will forecast 
approx. 500 micro 
area geographies 
within the SA4.



What forecasts are available

18

• Queensland State Government - Population Forecasts
• Pop by 5 year age groups
• SA2 for medium scenario
• LGA for low scenario (which is most aligned to our post-covid view) 
• Produced in 2018, and reviewed in 2019 prior to the pandemic 

• Federal Government’s Centre for Population
• Greater Brisbane Capital City  and Rest of State 
• December 2020.  

• .id’s Small Area Forecasts
• Saw a need to deliver flexible and reliable forecasts to community builders. 
• Flexible geography, flexible age structure, and provision of annual forecast data. 
• Considers both the macro and micro view, as well as the impacts of covid
• Provides an independent view of population growth
• For QLD our forecasts are based on data from October 2021

https://www.qgso.qld.gov.au/statistics/theme/population/population-projections
https://population.gov.au/data-and-forecasts/data-and-forecasts-projections.html#gccsa


Source: id, SAFi; ABS.

Why flexibility matters

SA2 boundaries

.id SAFi boundaries

Using freely available 
forecasts that provide 
SA2 forecasts, by 5 year 
age structure.

The number of primary 
aged students in this 
catchment is 2,842 
students. 

Build a catchment based on our 
specific geography, incorporating 
logical boundaries such as major 
roads, or selecting a 5km radius 
from an address.  

Choose your specific age 
requirement. In this example 5 to 
11 year olds to accurately reflect 
primary aged children. 

The number of primary aged 
students in this catchment is 
1,018 primary aged students. 

Imagine planning for a new primary school 

Using other forecasts Using Small Area Forecast information



How to access our forecasts

Subscribe to insights Catchment reports

A new self-serve tool, gives access to high-
quality forecasts to many organisations and 
consultants on a project-by-project basis. 

Subscription to our 
Small Area data

Incorporate our small area forecast 
data into your modelling, GIS and 
other analytical packages.

Links to these resources will be sent with the recording after the webinar


